
Dear Red Griffin Family and Friends, 
 
Over one month has passed since we said goodbye to you and San Diego.  Having now crossed the Pacific, 
the Red Griffins have been nothing short of exceptional in the performance of their duties to our Battle 
Group and Country.   I wanted to take this opportunity to recognize their performance and to share our 
accomplishments with you.   
 
One week after leaving San Diego, the Battle Group participated in an undersea warfare exercise in 
Hawaiian waters.   This exercise was designed to test our abilities, as a Battle Group, to navigate waters 
occupied by “hostile” submarines.  One of the first tools requested by the Admiral was the S-3B Viking, 
flown and maintained by your sons, husbands, brothers, and friends.   Thanks to the Red Griffins’ uncanny 
ability to counter hostile submarine forces, the Constellation successfully evaded and defeated these forces; 
an achievement not shared by all carrier battle groups.  Needless to say, both the Air Wing Commander and 
the Admiral were very pleased with our efforts, as was I.   
 
After leaving the Hawaiian waters, our aviators, with the support of our maintainers, were afforded the 
opportunity to conduct practice bombing strikes against various targets.  These opportunities to practice our 
war fighting skills are invaluable and the sites where we can conduct such training waning with each year. 
Once again, from the senior aircrew to the ordnance handlers, maintainers and the most junior support 
personnel, the Red Griffin effort was very professional and flawless.    
 
Finally, after three weeks at sea, we pulled into the wonderful port of Hong Kong for several days of much 
deserved rest, recreation and liberty.  We enjoyed sports activities, shopping, restaurants, organized tours 
throughout Hong Kong and even into mainland China, and relaxation in general.  The Red Griffins 
conducted themselves well as ambassadors of their country, and you.   
 
We celebrated Thanksgiving aboard, where your presence was sorely missed.  Our mess specialists and 
wardroom put on quite a spread and then visited Singapore.  Not to be outdone, our conduct ashore was 
exemplary.  We are now pushing west and getting the air wing current for operations in support of national 
tasking.  If that sounds vague – it is!  I, also, wish I knew what we would be doing in the coming weeks.    
 
Several new Red Griffins have joined the squadron since October and I bid them a hearty welcome.  They 
have joined a fantastic organization and I look forward to working side by side with them.  I wish I had the 
time and space to recognize each and every member of the command.  We are now getting busier and 
leading the air wing, continuously setting standards for excellence and safety.    
 
Our hearts and minds are with you back home.  Please contact Mrs. Michele Klees, the Command 
Ombudsman, if there are any problems that need to be resolved.  Michele is doing an outstanding job 
assisting our sailors’ families throughout this past year.   She can be reached at: 
Mama_griffin@yahoo.com or by calling (619)-429-8854.    
 
I am extremely proud of your loved ones and the support you give them.  In my nearly 20 years of Naval 
service, I have never seen a more dedicated group of individuals. That is a direct reflection of the love and 
support they are receiving from home.  I consider it a privilege to be their Commanding Officer. 
 
       
 

Sincerely 
 
      W. J. Hart     
      Commanding Officer 
      
 
 
 



CMC’s Corner 
 
 
Greetings from the Fighting Red Griffins CMC.  I extend my greetings and gratitude to all the Red Griffin 
family members during this joyous holiday season.  I sincerely thank each of you for unselfishly sacrificing 
these precious occasions with your husbands or sons, so the world can live in peace.  It is YOUR loved 
ones who steam into troubled times to rid the world of terrorism and they are making a difference.  Without 
YOU, this is impossible.    
 
The Mess Specialists prepared a Thanksgiving treat fit for a king in the Enlisted Dining Facility aboard 
USS Constellation!  The menu includes the traditional turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, and trimmings, 
along with crab legs and shrimp cocktail.  Of course, the desserts are plentiful too with pumpkin, apple and 
pecan pies.   
 
We just completed our first two foreign port visits of the deployment in Hong Kong, China and Singapore 
after 20 days of intensive underway operations across the Pacific Ocean.  The Sailors performed 
magnificently underway and pushed the Red Griffin Team to the TOP of Carrier Air Wing Two’s aircraft 
sortie completion rate, achieving a mark of 98%, higher than all other squadrons.  Every Griffin is proud of 
this accomplishment.  In true fashion, we are setting the standard for the rest of the Air Wing. 
 
I do not have the space to thank all the Griffins responsible, however, I want to identify those who were 
recently selected as Sea Control Squadron 38’s Sailor and Plane Captains of the Month for October and 
November 2002. For October 2002 they are: Plane Captain of the Month – AOAN Renaldo L. Collier, 
Junior Sailor of the Month – AE3 Adam R. Layne, and Petty Officer of the Month – AME1(AW) Michael 
A. Blackburn; for the month of November 2002: Plane Captain of the Month – AOAN Isaias Saucedo, 
Junior Sailor of the Month – AD3 Jay Anthony Ferrer, and Senior Sailor of the Month – AZ1 Glenn J. 
Karg. 
 
Once again, thank you for your many sacrifices and unselfishness.  Through your relentless support, the 
Griffin team stands ready to fight the war on terrorism. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
CMDCM(SW) Chris Thompson  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Military Outreach Ministries Newsletter 
 

Our Christmas hotline is open until Dec. 18. If you need assistance with providing Christmas for your 
family. Please call that number. It is meant for E-5 and below, but if you are an active duty military person 
needing assistance. . . please, please call.  
  
There are several ways we are providing gifts, if you have called and registered you will soon receive a 
letter telling how your gifts will be given to you. Please honor that provision and be prepared to meet the 
donor where indicated. If a problem arises call the hotline to inform us of your situation.   

 
Christmas numbers:North County: 599-3402                    All other areas: 1-866- 9738-MOM 



 
Ombudsman Corner  

WHAT AN OMBUDSMAN CAN DO FOR YOU………. 
 
 
The Ombudsman is a spouse who is designated by and responsible to the Commanding Officer serving as a 
link between the command and families.  The Ombudsman assists the command by providing information 
to families regarding sources of assistance available to them, informing families about naval and command 
policies and providing information about activities of interest to family members.  The Ombudsman role is 
one of information and referral not a counselor.  An Ombudsman can bring family concerns to the 
commanding officer’s attention while allowing him an additional means of providing information and 
reassurance to these families.  CONFIDENTIALITY RESTRICTIONS PREVENT THE 
OMBUDSMAND FROM DISCLOSING THE IDENTITY OF ANY CASES UNLESS 
SPECIFICALLY INSTRUCTED BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER.   Please do not hesitate to 
contact your ombudsman…no problem is too big or too small. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do You Need Help with Christmas?  Are you E-5 or below?  Or have you had a major financial blow 
this year?   Possibly Military Outreach Ministries or MOM can help. Please call 858-279-1001  1-866-
9738-MOM  Leave your name, phone number and area where you live.  Someone will call you to complete 
the registration form.   Lines will be open  November 4-December 19.  Help you might receive:  
Christmas gifts for your Children.  Food for Christmas Dinner.  Or both if your need is there.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Don’t Miss FREE Opportunities at San Diego’s USO!!!!!!    
 
*USO’s  FREE Santa Store----Bring your children, ages 3-15, to the USO’s downtown center for a 
shopping experience they will never forget.  Mark your calendars now for Sunday, Dec 8 and 15  3:00-5:00 
p.m. and Tuesday, December 3,10 and 17 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  children will enjoy shopping for free for 
gifts for their Mothers and Fathers while parents enjoy Christmas goodies and not having to spend any 
money.    
 
* The USO’s FREE Holiday Concert--- Reserve December 14 for another fantastic outing to kick-start your 
Winter Holiday Season.  You are cordially invited to a complimentary afternoon of spectacular music 
featuring Navy Band Southwest and special guest appearance by two members of the San Diego Opera as 
the USO of San Diego  Thanks San Diego’s community and military for the support they have given in the 
past year.  Beginning at 2:00 p.m. in the Civic Theater, 3rd & B Streets, downtown San Diego, this concert 
is free and open to all who wish to attend.  Concertgoers are asked to bring a toy for the Marine Corps 
Reserve Toys for Tots program and to enjoy the music of the holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


